
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

JU LY 2011  

Dear Parents, Players and Club Members 

Within this months newsletter we have focused on the presentation day and the awards won by players within each 

team: 

Under 7ôs 

Sportsmanôs Award - Dan Wells 

Most Improved Player - Jack OôBrien (Jacko) 

Managerôs Player - James McGregor 

Playerôs Player  - Dominic Hunt 

 

Sportsmanôs Award ï Dan Wells 

The parents voted for this trophy.  Dan was the main 

player that took on the job of goalkeeper.  Despite 

wanting to play on the field Dan gave up his desire to 

play on the pitch to help the team out.    Also being a 

giant amongst the players Dan was also concerned if 

his size caused some injury to smaller players.  So 

Danôs Sacrifice and Care for others got the thumbs up 

from the parents. 

Most Improved Player ï Jack OôBrien (Jacko) 

This was hard for the coaches to decide as several of 

the players had grown heaps from where they 

started. Jack when he started avoided any contact 

with ball or players, but as his confidence grew he 

become one of the best defenders we have. Hariôs 

passing and understanding of the game was another 

contender, Shaneôs ability to score goals, even from 

corners!  Valon also became hot on the goal scoring 

towards the end of the season. James McGregor mid 

field play and setting goals up for team mates was in 

the mix.  But after much debate we decided on Jacko 

as he had worked hard to develop his all round game 

and also became a very good second goal keeper.  In 

the end we felt he had grown further from where he 

started to become a valuable member of the team. 

 

 

Managerôs Player ï James McGregor 

Wow this was hard.  There were reasons to give this 

to most of the players.  Many had worked hard 

through the season, lots had good attendance, and 

several were always good at helping the coachesô 

pack away.  Many were good at listening.  Many tried 

their hardest each week and gave their best at all 

times, lots were well behaved and polite.  Several had 

taken up other positions to help the team.  Some 

were good at encouraging their team members.  And 

one or two had given up their desires to help the 

team.  After many reasons of thinking why a player 

should have this trophy we decided that James had 

scored high in every one of the above reasons, and 

was always well behaved on and off the pitch.  Was 

probably the best at encouraging his team mates, 

often gave us a win because he was willing to stay in 

defense when everyone else had ran forward despite 

being a good little goal scorer too.  

Playerôs Player ï Dominic Hunt 

This was voted by the players.  It was understandable 

as Dom is everyoneôs friend.  Always friendly and 

polite.  And runs his heart out each week, in training 

and in every game, if we had a fitness award he 

would win this too.  Even when we lose he is always 

happy and smiling, and I donôt think I have ever since 

him angry!  His skill on the ball and tackling is one of 

the best in the team, and has learnt how to shield the 

ball, dip his shoulder to make players go the wrong 

way and set up lots if goals this season, and even 

scored a few. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Under 8ôs 

Sportsmanôs Award - Harrison Firth 

Most Improved Player - Ben Withey & Lenny 

Smith 

Managerôs Player - Daniel Earl 

Playerôs Player  - Albie Ross 

 

Sportsmanôs Award ï Harrison Firth 

 

A great choice by the parents and the whole team to 

be honest. Harrison is great shot stopper and as 

brave as they come in goal. Lost count on how many 

ñawesomeò saves Harrison has made to keep the 

team in the game. 

Most Improved Player ï Ben Withey 

 

 

 

Been with the team since last September and has 

gone from strength to strength like most covering 

every blade of grass and setting up all the most 

important goals. Ben has fitted in well with the team 

and has worked hard for his position in midfield. 

Most Improved Player ï Lenny Smith 

 

Lenny has come on so well this season improving his 

fitness and working like an engine in defence. He has 

come on so well and with his rocket of a throw we 

have our own Rory Delap in the Under 8ôs 

Managerôs Player ï Daniel Earl 

 

This was one of the hardest decisions to make and 

hope the team believe it to be the right one, but 

Daniel started the season in goal then came out onto 

the pitch and became one of those players every 

forward dreads with some fantastic tackles. Daniel 

has stepped up with his training this season and his 

approach to football has turned around. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Playerôs Player ï Albie Ross 

 

Chosen by the players and with total agreement from 

the managers and the coaches. Albie is a great all 

round player who has gone from strength to strength 

this season covering every blade of grass. A great all 

round player and scorer of 42 goals this season. 

 

Julie Jennings ï Under 8ôs Manager 

 

Under 9ôs 

Sportsmanôs Award - Finlay Howard 

Most Improved Player - Jamie Tilley 

Managerôs Player - Finlay Rushton 

Playerôs Player  - Mitchell Rose 

----------------------------------- 

 

Under 10ôs 

Sportsmanôs Award - Jack Khambay 

Most Improved Player - Thomas Stout 

Managerôs Player - Flamur Isufi 

Playerôs Player  - Jimmy Goodchild 

Sportsmanôs Award ï Jack Khambay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sportsman of the Year, Jack Khambay receives his 

trophy from manager Dan Douglas at the Under 10ôs 

presentation. A deserved award for a lad who always 

turned up for training, never complained and tried his 

hardest for the team. 

Most Improved Player - Thomas Stout 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proud under 10ôs goalkeeper Thomas Stout with his 

Most Improved Player award. He was nominated as 

he started the season as a defender but through his 

own hard work with the right training and 

determination, progressed to be the No.1 keeper for 

the team. 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Managerôs Player - Flamur Isufi 

Playerôs Player  - Jimmy Goodchild 

A special mention should also be given to Players, 

Player of the Year, Jimmy Goodchild and Flamur Isufi 

who was awarded the Managers Player of the Year. 

Unfortunately both were on holiday at the time of the 

presentation and could not collect their awards but 

well done to both of you. 

 

Under 11ôs ï MMYL 

Sportsmanôs Award - Josh Hammond 

Most Improved Player - Charlie Northover 

Managerôs Player - Charlie Roberts 

Playerôs Player  - Declan Rosier 

5 Year Awards  - Oliver Furlong 

   - Jacob Greene 

Sportsmanôs Award - Josh Hammond 

Josh came into the team, not really supposed to be 

playing, but thoroughly enjoying every moment. 

Slowly but surely his confidence on and off the ball 

grew, making him a strong dependable team player. 

Getting knocked down he is straight up tearing back 

into the thick of it...what a trooper and a joy to be 

around. 

Most Improved Player ï Charlie Northover 

One of the boys from our mini soccer days, not 

getting much game time. Since going to 11-a-side he 

has consistently tried very hard, in defense, battling to 

hold off attacks and gain possession, playing the ball 

out with ease and skill. His ability and strength has  

 

 

grown immensely week in week out, along with his 

confidence. 

Managerôs Player ï Charlie Roberts 

I first came across Charlie at a pre-season 

tournament, a little squirt telling me he played right 

back, leaving me feeling 'hmmmm are you sure', but 

boy did he prove me wrong...and has continued to do 

so all season, proving to be a strong, dependable and 

skillful team player in more than one position. When 

heôs not there he is sorely missed. 

Playerôs Player - Declan Rosier 

Declan joined us at the beginning of the season 

having not played competitive football before. Starting 

in mid-field he has worked hard, improving on his 

game every week, then moving him out to the right 

wing proved very positive indeed as he 'came into his 

own' becoming a valued member of the team, reading 

the game well and supporting the defense, mid-field 

and the forwards. 

5 Year Long Service Awards ï Oliver Furlong & 

Jacob Greene 

Both Oliver and Jacob started playing for Rainham 

Eagles in the under 8ôs a year early.  Oliver has 

played in many different positions but when 

progressing to eleven a side he has made the left 

wing his own.  His highlight over his five year Eagles 

career must surely be when in the same match he 

and his brother Nathan both scored hat-tricks which 

made headline news in the local paper. 

Jacob for five years has played in goal improving 

greatly each year.  This year although plagued by 

injury it has not dampened his enthusiasm for the 

game. 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Under 11ôs ï Invicta League 

Sportsmanôs Award - Steven Hurst 

Most Improved Player - Harry Jones 

Managerôs Player - Tom Hambrook 

Playerôs Player - Jaques 

Cunningham-Marsh 

5 Year Awards  - Will Plumb 

   - Luke Newcombe 

 

Sportsmanôs Award - Steven Hurst 

For the third season in a row Steven Hurst was voted 

by the parents as the Sportsman of the Year.  Steven 

thinks of everyone else before himself, leads by 

example and is positive in all he does. He 

encourages all the other boys continuously. 

Most Improved Player - Harry Jones 

The Most Improved Player was awarded to Harry 

Jones. Harry does his best wherever he is asked to 

play and has a quiet passion for the game. His 

passing has improved no end and he understands 

that we want to keep the ball moving and complete 

the pass. He has a stinging shot and heads the ball 

very powerfully. He has had a great first season 

proving to be a valuable member to our team. 

Managerôs Player - Tom Hambrook 

The Managerôs Player award was held until last as 

this was a very emotional award. Tommy Hambrook 

affectionately known as ñHamburgerò to all, stepped 

up into the team last summer. We knew all about the 

Hamburgerôs ability and passion for the game the 

summer before but we felt it would be better for him 

to spend a season with our Coach Dave Hurst who 

was running the Eagles Jets team, as it was his first 

season playing the team game. 

Tom not only impressed us with his dedication, 

passion and willingness to learn but also the way he 

conducted himself off and on the pitch. This is in no  

 

short part to the influence his grandparents Peter and 

Sue have had on him. They helped fund our Tea stall 

to start up and have run Tom and others in the team 

here there and everywhere and have become 

valuable friends to us all. 

Sadly Peter passed away half way through the 

season and the way Tom continued to go about his 

football life touched many of us. So we know Peter 

would have smiled that wry smile of his up there 

when Tom was asked to come up and collect this 

very special award. 

Playerôs Player - Jaques Cunningham-Marsh 

The prestigious Players Player was awarded to 

Jacques Cunningham Marsh. Jaques who re-joined 

the team last summer was an instant hit with all the 

boys with his intelligent and powerful football. Jaques 

also nipped in with his fair share of goals many of 

which helped turn the games in the Eagles favour, 

just like the game away to the eventual runners up 

Lenham Wanderers. Well done to Jaques and the 

boys for recognising this. 

5 Year Long Service Awards - Will Plumb & Luke 

Newcombe 

Both Will and Luke began their Eagles playing 

careers in the under 8ôs playing a year ahead of 

themselves.  Will soon established himself as a 

formidable striker justifiably winning the players 

player award in 2009.  Like Will, Luke has cemented 

himself in his team as one of the powerhouses in 

midfield.   

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Under 12ôs 

Sportsmanôs Award - George Esther 

Most Improved Player - Cameron Bassindale 

Managerôs Player - Nathan Furlong 

Playerôs Player  - Lewis Jacobs 

5 Year Awards  - Harry Barlow 

   - Owen Ferguson 

 

 

Sportsmanôs Award ï George Esther 

 

This award was voted for by all the parents and the 

guidelines were who they think has contributed the 

most to the team not necessarily in their playing 

ability but in their attitude.  George always gives 

100% on the playing field but what has impressed us 

most is his attitude and effort during training.  He 

always gives it his all knowing that success comes 

with hard work.  He is always first to help clear up and 

is a pleasure to coach.   

 

 

 

 

Most Improved Player - Cameron Bassindale 

 

This was Camerons first season playing for Rainham 

Eagles after taking a year out to try his hand at rugby.  

It did not take him long to settle into the team and 

showed that he was extremely flexible as he played in 

almost every position except goalkeeper.   

Throughout the season Cameron has show us all 

what it means to play in the true spirit of the game 

and always gives 110%. 

Managerôs Player - Nathan Furlong 

 

This is Nathanôs sixth season playing for Rainham 

Eagles during which he has played 127 consecutive 

games, never having missed a single match.  This 

year for the third season in a row he finished top 

scorer with 23 goals in 21 games.  Nathan is 

extremely adaptable and although his main position is 

up front he is often called upon to help out in defense 

when the need arises.   


